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Disruptive impact of AI on legal work
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▪ AI in the judiciary

The AI revolution in legal work

Historical trend in the number of  open cases per month
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Legal education - business as usual?

The debate on legal education in the AI age
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Should AI be banned in coursework?

The debate on legal education in the AI age

Legal education - business as usual?
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AI systems and coursework

▪ Global debate on the use of AI systems in coursework

▪ 4 perspectives (points of debate) since ‘ChatGPT’

The debate on legal education in the AI age

AI tools in legal education

Ban on AI-powered 
chatbots (2023)

Unrestricted use of AI-
powered chatbots (2025)

Transparency regarding 
the use of AI-powered 
chatbots (2024)

Abandonment of
homework (2025/26)
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AI systems and coursework

▪ Saarland University: From a ban (2023) to unrestricted use (2025)

The debate on legal education in the AI age

AI tools in legal education
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Challenges for assessment and teaching

▪ Background

− Permission of AI use in coursework

➢ Attribution of the AI tool’s performance (and errors)

▪ Requirements

− Originality of the work

− Avoiding plagiarism

▪ Questions and challenges

− What constitutes originality when using AI tools?

− How can one avoid plagiarism and other errors caused by AI tools?

The debate on legal education in the AI age

AI tools in legal education
Ein Bild, das Text, Screenshot, Schrift, Design enthält.

KI-generierte Inhalte können fehlerhaft sein.

https://www.uni-saarland.de/fileadmin/upload/fakultaet/r/Juristisches_Pr%C3%BCfungsamt/DE_Fakult%C3%A4t_R_Leitlinien_KI_in_Pr%C3%BCfungsarbeiten.pdf
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The debate on legal education in the AI age

The Saarland University approach

▪ Courses on the general use of AI systems

▪ Lectures on legal methodology

− Introduction to legal thinking and practice

− Methodology

− Introduction to legal writing

▪ Lecture on AI in legal work 
(from Winter Semester 26/27)
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AI as a tool for researchers and students

The Legal AI Project [JurKI–Projekt] Saarbrücken 2025
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Task Independent execution Author support 

Understanding/shaping of the 
task

Identification/description of the 
relevant legal issues

Identification of the relevant legal 
basis

Identification of the current state 
of legal opinion on the relevant 
legal issues 

Discussion of the points of 
contention

AI as a tool for researchers and students

Case analyses and research papers 
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Task Independent execution Author support 

Establisihing the answer to the 
legal question

Establishing an overall result 
(for the case/topic)

Documenting the reasoning in 
appropriate language

Compliance with formal 
requirements

AI as a tool for researchers and students

Case analyses and research papers 
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AI as a tool for researchers and students

Highlights

Formal 
Footnote Review

Improvement of legal 
argumentation
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AI in coursework

Experiment: Completing a 4 week coursework in one day with AI (2026)
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AI in coursework

Experiment: Completing a 4 week coursework in one day with AI (2026)

▪ Task: Producing a case analysis in one day using AI

▪ Research questions
(1) Does the use of AI tools enable students to produce a term paper, which normally 

takes 4–6 weeks to complete, with comparable quality in a very short time (8 hours)?

(2) Does the use of AI tools result in sufficient variation and a range of performance 
levels in the work produced?

(3) Are there differences in the quality of work produced with the aid of AI systems 
depending on whether students have received prior training in the use of AI tools?

(4) Are there differences in the answers to these questions between beginners and 
advanced students?
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AI in coursework

Experiment: Completing a 4 week coursework in one day with AI (2026)

Results
Real Operation 

(4 weeks wíthout AI)
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AI in coursework

Experiment: Completing a 4 week coursework in one day with AI (2026)

▪ Task: Producing a case analysis using AI in a single day

▪ Research questions
(1) Does the use of AI tools enable students to produce a term paper with comparable 

quality in a very short time (8 hours)?

(2) Is there sufficient variation and a range of performance levels in the work produced? 

(3) Relevance of teaching on the use of AI tools? 

(4) Are there differences between beginners and advanced students? 
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▪ Starting point: Strong support from AI tools

-> AI tools are increasingly capable of performing ‘simple’ tasks with good 
quality

-> AI tools now independently perform tasks that were previously carried out by 
humans at below-average or average levels

▪  Adaptation of coursework assessments

− Testing the task (extent to which it is completed by AI tools)

− Dynamic readjustment of expectations on student‘s performance 
(what was a „passed“ last year, is now a „failed“)

▪ Organisational measures

− Training for lecturers and examiners

− Cooperation within the faculty and between faculties

Challenges associated with coursework assessments

AI in coursework



Conclusion



PROF. DR GEORG BORGES INSTITUTE OF LEGAL INFORMATICS SAARLAND UNIVERSITY

▪ The legal profession is undergoing a far-reaching transformation.

− Extreme efficiency gains through the use of AI tools across all legal 
professions

− Risks to public confidence in the justice system arising from the use of AI 
tools

▪ Legal education must prepare students for the use of AI tools in legal practice.

− The potentials and risks of AI tools as part of university education

− Strengthening methodological training

− The need for coursework involving the use of AI as part of the assessment

− Dynamic readjustment of expectations on coursework 

▪ Lecturers and faculties must adapt to AI tools.

− Training of lecturers and examiners on the potentials and risks of AI

− Cooperation within and between faculties

Conclusion
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Further readings:

Prof. Dr. Georg Borges

georg.borges@uni-saarland.de | www.rechtsinformatik.saarland

Thank you for your attention!

Borges, G.: AI in university examinations [KI in der 
universitären Prüfung] (Law on Youth and Education [Recht 
der Jugend und der Bildung] (RdJB) 2026, forthcoming 2026)
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